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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CARACA 12072 082234Z 
73 

ACTION H-03 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 ISO-OO SS-07 NSC-06 AID-01 /024 W 

128608 

P 082059Z OCT 76 

FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5093 

UNCLAS CARACAS 12072 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OREP 

SUB J : HIRC STAFFDEL 

REF: STATE 246460; STATE 247417 

1 . WE HAVE MADE RESERVATIONS FOR CHESTER AND INGRAM AT LA 
FLORESTA HOTEL, MODERATELY PRICED HOTEL CONVENIENT TO EMBASSY. 
RESERVATIONS ARE FOR NIGHTS OF OCTOBER 17, 18, 19. 

2. CHESTER/INGRAM SCHEDULED FOR EMBASSY BRIEFING OCTOBER 18 
FROM 0830 TO 1 100. BOTH HAVE APPOINTMENTS WITH DEPUTY CHIEF 
OF MISSION AT 1500 OCTOBER 18 AND WITH AMBASSADOR AT 1600 
SAME DAY. 

3. FOR INGRAM: WE ARE SCHEDULING MEETING WITH VENEZUELAN 
AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OFFICIAL FOR AFTERNOON OCTOBER 18, 
AND WITH FIRMS IN CARACAS WHICH HAVE DONE BUSINESS WITH OPIC 

IN PAST FOR MORNING OCTOBER 19. POSSIBILITIES INCLUDE FORD 
MOTOR COMPANY VENEZUELA S.A., REYNOLDS INTL INC (ALCASA), 

MERCKE, SHARP AND DOHME DE VENEZUELA C.A., AND B.F. GOODRICH 
CHEMICAL DE VENEZUELA C.A. IF DESIRED, WE CAN ALSO GET 
APPOINTMENT WITH AMERICAN BANK OFFICIAL RESIDENT IN CARACAS. 

4. WE QUESTION WHETHER IT WOULD BE ADVISABLE FOR INGRAM TO 
CALL ON GOV OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS OPIC PROGRAMS. DEPARTMENT 

IS AWARE THAT OPIC OPERATIONS HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED IN VENEZUELA 
PENDING OPIC DECISION TO ACCEPT INSURANCE RISKS HERE WITHOUT 
RECOURSE TO VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT. GOV RELUCTANT TO REGOTIATE 
BILATERAL TREATY WITH US REGARDING OPIC OR OTHERWISE SUPPORT 
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ANDEAN PACT. FRANKLY, WE KNOW OF NO OTHER IN THE GOV KNOW- 
LEDGEABLE ABOUT OPIC. THEREFORE, ANY CONVERSATION WITH GOV 
OFFICIAL WOULD PRODUCE LITTLE BEYOND A REITERATION OF THE 
PREVIOUS GOV POSITION DENYING THE OPIC IS NEEDED OR COULD BE 
USEFUL IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF VENEZUELA. 

5. FOR CHESTER: 

USIS WILL ARRANGE PROGRAM WITH MEDIA AND OTHERS FOR CHESTER. 

DOES CHESTER WISH CONTACT WITH EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL 
CONTACTS AS WELL? DETAILED SCHEDULE FOR AFTERNOON OF OCTOBER 
18 AND FULL DAY 19TH WILL FOLLOW. 

VAKY 
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